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	Make Bible study part of the culture of the congregation
	· Reinforce that learning is basic to building faith.

· Consistently reinforce the importance of personal and corporate Bible study.
· Weave in references from scripture in all meetings and activities.

	Offer a variety of formats, schedules, and approaches


	· Look for creative outlets for Bible study other than the traditional Sunday or Wednesday times.

· Don’t feel like you have to be tied to the traditional quarter for a Bible study schedule.  

· Schedule various lengths of Bible classes to keep fresh topics in front of the congregation. 
· Conduct over--view classes that encourage more in-depth study.

· Alternate between textual and topical studies.  Consider the topical study following related textual studies.

· When presenting textual studies focus on concepts and principles rather than sequential chapter and verses. 

· Different people learn different ways so consider a variety of delivery methods such as lecture, small group discussion, videos, interviews, case studies, problem solving, etc.

· Consider repeating the class so that those attending a different class will have the opportunity to attend later.

· Make illustrations and examples from the text real world and relevant to the class.
· Remember that adults bring a life time of experience to the learning environment so use this by asking for examples that illustrate, validate, or otherwise support the points presented.

	Encourage active participation in class discussions

	· Don’t assume that everyone has the same Biblical knowledge or experience.  Even experienced and knowledgeable students may be unfamiliar with the nuances of what you are presenting.

· Encourage outside study for the next presentation.  
· Use handouts with scripture references to help students follow as well as prepare.

· Offer basic classes designed for new converts or novice learners.
· Ask a student to prepare a short presentation on the point under study.

· Prepare a reading list of reference materials used in class so as to encourage personal outside study.

	Emphasize that the purpose of Bible study is to foster deeper spiritual growth
	· The ongoing objective for every class should be to help participants draw closer to the person God wants us to be.

· Begin class with a short devotional period to include prayer requests from the class.

· On occasion have a collective class with all adult Bible classes together for the study.


