Becoming a “Learnist”

In one of his final movies, “The Shootist,” John Wayne portrayed an aging gunfighter entering into his later years and grappling with a terminal disease.  A shootist is one that made himself available as a hired gun, a private mercenary.    I certainly would never support or glorify that lifestyle but do find it interesting that in this example we see how one is defined by one’s profession or avocation.

I contend that each of us should be defined as a “Learnist.”  According to Random House Webster’s College Dictionary (1990), learn is defined as, “To gain knowledge of or skill in by study, instruction, or experience; to become informed of or acquainted with.”  The suffix “ist” is defined as, “denotes a person who practices or is concerned with something, or hold certain principles, doctrines, etc.”  Put together into a working definition, each of us should become a Learnist, a people pursuing knowledge and skills with the desire to use that knowledge and skill to defeat ignorance.  In my use of Learnist we should use this knowledge and skill to defeat ignorance about, and application of, God’s word in our lives and the lives of those with whom we teach and come into contact.

In II Timothy 2:15, the young man Timothy was instructed to, “Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.”(KJV)   Additionally he was also instructed in II Timothy 4:2 to, “Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine.” (KJV)  The implication and principle to us is to gain knowledge, not for the sake of itself, but that we can use that knowledge to defeat ignorance and in leading other’s to God.

Becoming a Learnist is not restricted to young preachers and Bible class teachers, but has application to all of us in our various positions in life.  For example, fathers are told in Deuteronomy 6:7 and in Ephesians 6:4 to teach our children of God’s word.  Older women are instructed to teach younger women (Titus 2:3-4).  Elders are to guard and guide their respective congregations (1 Peter 5:1-3).  And all of us are to put on the whole armor of God that we may be fully prepared to defeat Satan and his minions (Ephesians 6:10-17).

Being a professional in any field requires a great deal of commitment.  This is equally true in the pursuit of becoming a Learnist.  There are four areas to which we must be committed.

First, we must be committed to God and the study of his word.  As noted above, this is a lifelong commitment that all must shoulder.  It is not a dreary commitment, but rather one that leads to joy, excitement, and eternal life.  I’ve noticed in my life a positive cycle wherein I begin to study, I learn more, it creates a desire for further study, whereupon I learn more, and on, and on.

We must be committed to personal and professional development and to life-long learning.  Learning God’s word, applying it in our lives, and teaching others God’s way is not a destination, but rather a journey.  It is a journey of love and joy that ultimately leads to living eternally in the presence of our God.  As we grow and mature we must recognize that there is more to learn, more to experience, and more to share.  The old saying about the inability of old dogs to learn new tricks simply is not true; especially in training and developing the amazing mind that God has provided us.  There is likely a greater level of truth in the statement that learning helps keep us young in heart and spirit.

As teachers of God’s word we must be committed to our students.  Learning does not happen in a vacuum or for its own sake.  We must do something with it.  It is humbling to realize that from the very first, we as God’s people, Christians, have been given the tremendous and awesome responsibility to spread His word to the world.  God will not use divine intervention or other miraculous methods to spread the good news to the world.  It falls on each of us, independently and inter-dependently.

Lastly, we must be committed to humanity as a whole.  Our influence is not restricted to our immediate learners, our Bible class students, or our families.  We must not keep to ourselves what we have learned, but must be about teaching others and showing them the way to God, encouraging them to grow and develop, and for themselves to become Learnist, teaching others God’s great and glorious ways, instilling hope for an eternal life of love and service.  We must meet the challenge of the great commission as we have learned from the start, “making disciples of all nations…” (Matthew 28:18) and, “Go into all the world…” (Mark 16:15) (KJV). 

These four commitments are compelling reason enough to meet our responsibilities and to truly become a Learnist.
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